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Wright-Patt 2017 STEM Diversity and Inclusion Event -- An Eye Opener For Local Students 
Approximately 75 students, parents and chaperones from 12 schools and colleges 
surrounding the base participated in Wright-Patterson's 2017 STEM - Diversity and Inclusion 
event held 29 Sep at the base's Religious Education Facility. 

The event's planning team, comprised of base and community education partners, pulled out 
all stops to ensure that 7-12th grade students, and some from local colleges, learned about 
Wright-Patterson's mission and how to navigate websites that could help with future 
employment and career opportunities. Students from public school districts, private schools, 
and some who are being home schooled received tips to help them prepare for college and 
future job interviews.   
Continued on next page... 

Shown in photos are students learning about the importance of  diversity in the workforce and everyday 
life process, a drone presentation and recycling activities here on base. 
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Rebecca Westlake, vice director of 88 Air Base Wing provided opening remarks, telling 
students how important Wright-Patterson Air Force Base is to the Miami Valley region. In 
addition to sharing that Wright-Patt is the largest single-site employer in the state of Ohio, she 
explained this base is one of the largest and most diverse bases in the Air Force. Ms Westlake 
encouraged the students to ask questions and do their best to learn from the subject matter 
experts on hand for the event. She concluded her remarks by talking about upcoming 100th 
anniversary celebration of McCook Field, where many early aviation innovations were 
developed. 
 
Wright-Patt organizations that participated in the event included: Civilian Personnel's Human 
Resources Section; Education and Training; Airman and Family Readiness Center; School Liaison 
Officer; 88th Air Base Wing Communications Group; Air Force Life Cycle Management Center; 
Air Force Research Laboratory; National Air and Space Intelligence Center; Air Force Institute 
of Technology; and U.S. Air Force ROTC.  
 
Community Education Partners from Dayton Montgomery County's Youth Career Services (Youth 
Works) also talked to the students about skills they would need as they prepare to enter 
today's workforce.  In addition to visiting exhibits showcasing Wright-Patterson's diverse 
mission, tour guides from the Air Force Civil Engineering Center escorted students to base 
environmental sites (Groundwater Treatment Facility, Granulated Activated Charcoal Units, and 
the Recycling Center) to show how STEM learning has been converted to real-world 
applications. Students also were treated to a drone display and Military Working Dog 
demonstration.  
 
At the conclusion of the event, base Chaplain (Col) Ted Wilson addressed the topic of 
"Diversity" and why it's important to talk about differences and inclusion in our society. Using 
the phrase "NO PAIN, NO GAIN" he encouraged the students to start analyzing their inner 
thoughts and feelings, and to begin ridding themselves of negative thoughts and behaviors. He 
emphasized diversity in the workforce is to be embraced and negative energy is detrimental 
to a healthy and positive lifestyle.  
 
Participating students were from the following school districts: 
Beavercreek, Mad River, Fairborn, Dayton Regional Stem Center, Vandalia Butler, Dayton 
Early College Academy, Springfield Emmanuel, Springfield City, Carroll High School, Miami 
Valley Academics, Sinclair Community College and Wright State University 
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Wright-Patt and Community Partners Support "Day for Kids" Event 
Wright-Patt's Youth Programs once again hosted a "Day for Kids" on September 15 at 
the Prairies School Age Facility. About 75 children and teens enjoyed fruit smoothies 
and snack items from local restaurants, while being entertained by members of the 
base's Torch and Keystone Clubs, Youth Sports, Air Force Teen Council members and 
representatives from other base and community organizations. The "Day for Kids" was 
established by the Boys and Girls Clubs of America because, unlike a number of other 
countries, America does not have an official day to celebrate its children. Created as a 
day to foster relationships between adults and children, employees from base Civil 
Engineering, 711th Human Performance Wing, Public Health, Greene County Public 
Library and Wright State University's Dance Club engaged in meaningful activities 

geared to help children develop a positive self
-image. Youth participants enjoyed age-
appropriate games, and other safe and 
enjoyable activities. 



Informational websites that might be helpful: 
 

 Wright‐Patt School Liaison Office web site  
 www.wpafb.af.mil/units/ids/index.asp  
 MilitaryHomefront web site  
http://www.militaryhomefront.dod.mil/  
 Federal Impact Aid Program web site  
www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oese/impactaid  
 

 Interstate Compact web site  

www.mic3.net  
 Airman and Family Readiness Center web site  
www.wpafb.af.mil.afrf/index.asp 
 Values For A Lifetime web site 
www.valuesforalifetime.com  
 School Liaison Officer Website        
www.wpafb.af.mil/units/ids/index.asp 
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Wright-Patt Hosts Safety Day for Kids 
McGruff, the base's Crime Dog posed with school-aged children on 13 Oct during the 
Safety Fair held at the Prairies Before and After School Age Facility. Family Child Care 
Coordinator Trina Pauley served as one of the key organizers of the event, and said the 

fair is held this time of year to help children and parents 
prepare for the upcoming Halloween season, and also to 
remind them of important safety tips that help year-
round.  Personnel from Wright-Patt's Fire Department, 
Family Advocacy, Security Forces and School Liaison 
Officer were on hand to provide information about 
safety at home, school and during weather emergencies. 
Air Force Teen Council members also were on hand to 
help the children understand concepts relating to safety. 
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Mad River 2017 STEM Night 
Shown in photo l-r  is Nicole Wagstrom, Military Family Life Counselor assigned to Mad 
River Local School District,  Wright-Patt's Exceptional Family Member Coordinator, 
Tavonne Bridges, and School Liaison Officer Andrea Attaway-Young who spoke to 

parents and students during STEM Night held 17 Oct 
at Walter E. Stebbins High School. School MFLCs work 
to help parents find resolution concerning non-medical 
problem identification and other counseling services. 
Ms Bridges informed parents about programs/
resources to assist children with special needs and 
Wright-Patt's School Liaison Officer shared information 
about the Interstate Compact on Educational 
Opportunities for Military Children, as this legislation 
helps parents during school transitions and deployment 
scenarios. Volunteers from the base's Educational 
Outreach/STARBASE) conducted STEM demonstrations, 
and other community partners were on hand to 
provide information about resources and services 
available for school-aged children. 
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