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City News 
Oakwood Beautification Awards

The Oakwood Beautification Awards Program recognizes residential, business and rental property owners who 
have enhanced their property through the use of trees, flowers or plant material, or by making architectural 
modifications or building improvements to existing structures.  Awards are given during the months of May, 
June, July and August.  Monthly award winners are selected by members of the Property Maintenance Board, 
and will have a sign placed in their yard to recognize beautification efforts.

School News 
Artwork at Lane Stadium to Recognize Donors

Recognition of approximately 150 individuals, 
businesses and organizations that helped to make 
Lane Stadium a reality is coming to life thanks to a 
local artist and Oakwood students.

The team has created seven, three-sided painted 
metal towers to commemorate the building of the 
stadium and recognize the donors who made it 
possible.  Members of the Oakwood Athletic Project 
say once the stadium was built, they went to work 
figuring out how to thank those responsible.  
(Continued on page 7)

Library News 
Five Ways to Keep Your Kids Reading (and learning) this summer 
1. Register for Summer Reading Club. Wright Library’s Summer Reading Club is designed to help kids 

continue reading and learning throughout the summer. Registration is easy: log on at wrightlibrary.org or 
stop by the youth services room to register. Readers earn coupons and prizes throughout the summer to 
sweeten the deal. (Continued on page 10)

P4 SMITH GARDENS 2018 
BLANKET CONCERT SERIES
Presented by the Friends of Smith 
Gardens and the city of Oakwood 

P6 COME BACK 
LUMBERJACKS
Mark your calendars

P11 LIBRARIES ROCK!
Programs for adults and kids  
all summer
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Stormwater Program
The city of Oakwood manages stormwater run-off in accordance with rules and regulations established by the EPA.  The Oakwood stormwater permit 
requires:   dry weather screening of sewer outfalls to verify absence of illicit sewer connections; educating residents on stormwater matters; requiring 
sediment and erosion controls on construction sites larger than 1 acre; regular street sweeping; and staff education on stormwater impacts.  The overall 
goal of the program is to improve the quality of the water in our rivers, lakes and streams by limiting pollutant release into receiving waters.  There are 
several ways that citizens can aid this effort:  1) do not place any material in the street except leaves during the 10 week collection period in the fall;  
2) do not dump oil, lawn debris, or other materials into the storm sewer – this is a direct path to streams and rivers and there is no treatment of this water; 
3) limit as much as possible the use of fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides; and 4) clean up after your pets as the bacteria in the animal waste is very 
harmful to the streams.  The Miami Conservancy District (MCD) has many materials available if you would like additional information.  These can be  
found at: http://www.mcdwater.org.

Fireworks and Fourth of July Safety Tips
The Fourth of July is a great time to celebrate and spend the day with your family and friends.  Fireworks are synonymous 
with our celebration of Independence Day. Unfortunately, many people ignore the inherent dangers associated with 
fireworks and expose themselves to the risk of burns and other bodily injury.  It is estimated that around 9,000 people  
each year receive emergency medical treatment due to fireworks related injuries with 40% of the injured being less than  
15 years of age.  Here are a few reminders and safety tips concerning fireworks.

First and most important is for everyone to be aware that most fireworks are illegal in the State of Ohio. The only types of fireworks that can be legally 
purchased and discharged in Ohio are trick and novelty devices.  These include items that smoke, sparkle, snap, and snake.  Other fireworks such as bottle 
rockets, firecrackers, and roman candles are legally sold at fireworks stores around Ohio, but the purchaser must sign an affidavit indicating that they 
will transport the fireworks out of Ohio within 48 hours.  Furthermore, Oakwood Codified Ordinance 549.08 prohibits anyone from discharging, igniting, or 
exploding any fireworks within the City.  Anyone found in violation of this section is guilty of a Misdemeanor of the third degree.

Fireworks Safety
• Children should never be left alone when discharging fireworks. Handle and discharge trick and novelty devices only under adult supervision.

• Appoint one adult to be in charge. This person should know the hazards of each type of firework being used.

• Carefully read and follow the instructions and warning labels on the package.

• Light only one sparkler at a time.  Many dismiss the fact that sparklers can be dangerous and should be handled only by children over the age of twelve.  
Sparklers can burn up to 1,800 degrees Fahrenheit and can easily ignite clothing and hair.  Sparklers are the most common cause of fireworks-related 
injuries in children under five.  

• Never use malfunctioning fireworks. Do not attempt to re-light, alter or fix a “dud” firework.

• Always keep a bucket of water and garden hose nearby in case of fire.

• Have a cell phone handy in case you need to make an emergency call for assistance.

• Lastly, please do not consume alcohol while lighting any fireworks. Fireworks must only be used by individuals who are not under the influence.

If you are planning a fireworks celebration, leave it to the professionals.  Attend one of the professionally licensed fireworks exhibitions.  The Oakwood 
Public Safety Department wishes everyone a safe Fourth of July celebration.

Recreational Burning Guidelines
Now that summer is finally here, Oakwood Public Safety would like to  
remind residents of the guidelines for recreational fires, open burning,  
and portable outdoor fireplaces. Recreational fires must be at least 25 feet 
from a structure, and portable outdoor fireplaces must be at least 15 feet from 
a structure. During any form of recreational burning, keep a fire extinguisher 
close by. Bonfires require a permit, which can be obtained by contacting 
Oakwood Public Safety at 298-2122. Any form of recreational burning must  
be constantly attended until the fire is extinguished. Open burning of yard 
debris is prohibited due to the effects of smoke emissions. We encourage 
residents to take advantage of the many yard debris disposal methods offered 
by our Public Works department.

Independence Day Refuse Collection
City offices will be closed on Wednesday, July 4 in observance of 
Independence Day.  During the week of July 2, the refuse schedule will be 
altered as follows due to the July 4th holiday:

Monday’s route will be collected Monday.

Tuesday’s route will be collected Tuesday.

Wednesday’s route will be collected Thursday.

Thursday’s route will be collected Friday.

Happy
INDEPENDENCE DAY

FOURTH OF JULY
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Yard Debris Disposal
There are two options for disposing of yard waste:

Do It Yourself:  
• DIY disposal may be done as follows:

1) Drop it off at the Foell Public Works Center, 210 Shafor Blvd, on the 
first Saturday of the month between 8 a.m. and 12 noon; or

2) Drop it in the yard debris dumpster at the Creager Field parking lot 
(corner of Shafor and Irving).  The dumpsters are available 24-7; or

3) Call for a dumpster delivery to your property (298-0777), and load it 
up.  This is free of charge if the dumpster is used exclusively for yard 
debris (green waste).  

Monthly Collection by the City:
• Place piles of yard debris (brush and branches) into the tree lawn area 

just behind the curb, ideally just a day or two before your scheduled 
pick-up (see adjacent map).  Branches should be no longer than 6 feet 
and all material should be placed in manageable piles for easy pick-up.  
Do not place piles around trees, fire hydrants, cable TV boxes or posts/
poles, or in the street or gutter.  

Additional Refuse Program Reminders:
• Under no circumstance should you place anything in the gutter (except 

leaves in the fall) or anything except yard debris in the tree lawn area.
• Small amounts of leaves, small twigs, dead flowers and other such 

incidental green waste items may be placed in with your regular trash.
• Do not stack loose yard debris around or on tops of trash cans.   

All debris must be placed in cans with lids.
• Remember the 35 gallon size limit and 60-pound weight limit on cans.
• Please recycle as much as you can… it saves us money.
• Remember the three (3) can limit for regular trash (or one roll waste 

container for alley properties).  There is no limit on the number of 
recycling cans.

• Grass clippings are not accepted, either with regular trash, with curbside 
collected yard debris, or in dumpsters.  

• Contractor generated material is not accepted.

PARK RD.

TELFORD AVE.

ABERDEEN AVE.

HARMAN AVE

±

YARD DEBRIS PICKUP SCHEDULE
JUNE AND JULY 2018

FAR  HILLS  AVE.  WILL BE PICKED UP ON:  6/28 &7/26

SHROYER  RD.  WILL BE PICKED UP ON: 6/14 & 7/12

CITY OF OAKWOOD
MONTGOMERY COUNTY OHIO

WEDNESDAY
6/6  7/3

THURSDAY
6/7  7/5

FRIDAY
6/8  7/6

FRIDAY
6/15  7/13

THURSDAY
6/14  7/12

WEDNESDAY
6/20  7/18

THURSDAY
6/21  7/19

FRIDAY
6/22  7/20

THURSDAY
6/28  7/26

FRIDAY
6/29  7/27

FAR
HILLS

AVE.

IRVING AVE.

OLD RIVER TRAIL

SCHENCK AVE.
LOOKOUT DR.A

C
A

C
IA

D
R

.

SHAFOR CIR

O
A

K
W

O
O

D
AV

E.

COLLINGWOOD AVE.

PATTERSON RD.

A
C

O
R

N
D

R
.

DELLWOOD AVE.

HARMAN BLVD.

RUNNYMEDE RD.

SWEETWOOD LN.

OAKMEAD PL.

THORNHILL RD.

WALNUT SPRINGS DR.

RID
GEWAY

RD.
RALE

IG
H

RD.

EAST DR.

OAK KNOLL DR.

SH
R

O
YE

R
R

D
.

PEACH ORCHARD AVE.

MONTERAY AVE.

HADLEY RD.

MONTERAY RD.W PEACH ORCHARD RD.

DEEP
HO

LLO
W

RD.

FA
R

H
ILLS

AV E.

RIDG
EW

AY
RD.

WEST SCHANTZ AVE.

LOOKOUT DR.

 

FA
R

H
ILLS

AVE.

 

Recycling Services
Under Oakwood’s refuse disposal program, all recyclables may be co-mingled in a single can, or 
multiple cans if needed.  These cans must have recycling stickers on them which are available at the 
City Building, 30 Park Avenue and the Public Works Center, 210 Shafor Boulevard.  The cans also must 
follow the same guidelines as refuse cans – 35 gallons or less in size and less than 60 pounds in 
weight and must have lids.  The city of Oakwood uses refuse trucks that have separate compartments 
for the garbage and recyclables. The garbage is taken to the Montgomery County Transfer Station and 
the recyclables to Rumpke.  A Refuse Handbook is available on the City website.  It provides details 
about all aspects of the City’s refuse collection and disposal services.
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JUNE/JULY COUNCIL MEETINGS
City Council will meet in regular sessions at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, June 4 and Monday, July 16.  Both meetings will take place at the city building,  
30 Park Avenue.  The regular sessions are preceded by an open work session beginning at 6:30 p.m.  Citizens are invited to attend any of these 
meetings. The regular sessions are televised live on cable TV (Spectrum Ch.6, TV Tuner Ch. 5.203 and AT&T U-verse Ch. 99). Meeting videos will be 
rebroadcast for a week or so afterwards. Please check your cable guide or mvcc.net for broadcast times. Within a day or two after the regular sessions, 
meeting videos can also be viewed online at the City’s website: oakwoodohio.gov.

http://mvcc.net
http://oakwoodohio.gov


Smith Gardens  
2018 Blanket Concert Series
The Friends of Smith Gardens and the city of Oakwood are pleased to 
present the “2018 Blanket Concert Series”.  The series is a community 
favorite and this year’s schedule again offers something for everyone.  
Bring your blanket and join us at Smith Gardens, located in the 800 block 
of Oakwood Avenue at the corner of Walnut Lane.  Parking is available 
on Oakwood Avenue, on some adjacent side streets and around the City 
Building.  These concerts are FREE and open to the public.  In case of rain, 
the concerts will be held in the Great Room at the Oakwood Community 
Center, 105 Patterson Road.  

Sunday, June 10 at 7:00 p.m. ~ Madcap Puppets – 
“Rumpelstiltskin:  A Puppet Musical”

Madcap Puppets is based in Cincinnati, Ohio and is 
nationally recognized for engaging audiences through 
their original children’s theatre production that includes 
life size puppets.  They work to entertain and educate 
children and adults.  Rose must spin straw into gold to 
save her father!  With the help of a strange little creature, 
she does the impossible, but she could lose everything 

if she can’t guess his name.  The musical adaptation is sure to delight 
audience of all ages.  Bring the whole family to enjoy!

Sunday, July 15 at 7:00 p.m. ~ The Fries Band 
The Fries Band started out in 1989 as 
an acoustic trio called “The French 
Fries”, which consisted of 3 acoustic 
guitars and 3 vocals.  Over the years the 
trio evolved into the full band they are 
today, and occasionally still play as a 
trio called “A Side of Fries”.  They have 

been entertaining all over West Central Ohio and beyond for nearly three 
decades with their unique and engaging treatment of popular and obscure 
cover songs from the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s.  They blend their complex vocal 
harmonies driven by acoustic guitars with keyboards, bass, and drums 
to recreate very distinctive musical arrangements of bands like Crosby 
Stills Nash & Young, America, The Beatles, Beach Boys, Eagles, Jimmy 
Buffett and more.  They have opened for many national acts such as: 
Foghat, Kansas, The Guess Who, Gladys Knight, Mick Fleetwood, Henry 
Lee Summer, The Dixie Dreggs, Martina McBride, 1964 as the Beatles, and 
many more.

Sunday, August 5 at 7:00 p.m. ~ The Band “5” 
“5” is a local Miami Valley band playing a family-
friendly, familiar selection of songs that most bands 
can’t or won’t play.  They have played more than 
300+ shows in and around the Dayton area in the 
last six years including locations at The Greene, 
Chappy’s (Social House and Tap Grille), Spinoza’s, 

AlterFest, Centerville Americana Fest (4th of July), St. Helen’s Festival, Fifth 
Street Brew Pub, The Trolley Stop, and Dublin Pub.  This will be a show that 
will have you singing along to familiar songs.  “Songs you know, songs you 
forget you knew and songs you’ll be glad to know.”

Pre-School  
Story Hour at 
Smith Gardens
The OCC, in conjunction  
with Wright Memorial  
Public Library, is pleased to 
present another fun season of  
“Story Hour at Smith Gardens”.   

Spend a magical morning in the Gardens as the Children’s Librarian reads 
enchanting stories to your preschooler.  Friday dates:  June 22, July 27 and 
August 24 at 10:30 a.m.  In case of rain, meet in the Garden House.

Trimming Along Sidewalks 
Oakwood property owners must keep all trees, bushes and other vegetation 
trimmed away from public sidewalks.  City regulations require that no 
branches, bushes or other vegetation encroach across any sidewalk, and 
that a clear path is maintained up to eight feet above the sidewalk.  Please 
contact Code Enforcement Officer Ethan Kroger (kroger@oakwood.oh.us 
or 297-2920) with questions.

City Construction Projects
• Sidewalk, Curb and Driveway Apron Project:  

The 2018 sidewalk, curb and driveway apron  
repair project is underway in the area  
bounded by Far Hills, Aberdeen, Shroyer  
and East Drive.  Please keep an eye out  
for construction barricades.  The purpose  
of the program is to maintain the concrete structures located  
within the city rights-of-way in good, safe condition.  Please contact  
Street Foreman David Shuey with questions about the project.   
Dave can be reached at shuey@oakwood.oh.us or 298-0777.  

• Shafor Park Tennis Courts:  The Shafor Park Tennis Court 
Reconstruction project is well underway and should be completed by 
late July or early August.  Please contact Engineering Technician/Project 
Inspector Tom Long with questions about the work.  Tom can be reached 
at: long@oakwood.oh.us or 608-1604.

• 2018 Asphalt Roadway Repaving:  A city contractor will repave the 
asphalt streets below this summer.  The work is expected to take 
place in July.  Property owners on these streets will receive individual 
notification of the construction schedule.

 w Hadley Road
 w Hadley Avenue
 w Wiltshire Boulevard
 w Deep Hollow Road 
 w Acorn Drive between Dellwood and Patterson
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Oakwood Community Center
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Swim Lesson  
Registration: 
Registration will be held at  
the OCC on Monday, June 4 
beginning at 9 a.m. 

Safety Program:  
Safety Town is designed to teach 
small children, ages 5 and 6, street 
crossing safety, home safety and 
think safety.  The session will be 
held at J.E. Prass Elementary 
School in Kettering.  It is Monday 
– Friday, July 16 – July 20 from 
8 a.m. to 10 a.m.  The class is 
limited to 30 students.

Call the OCC at 298-0775 for more information on these and other events.

Oakwood Dolphins  
Swim Team:  
Swim practice begins on  
Monday, June 4.  The season  
runs through Friday, July 13.   
Any Gardner Pool member 18  
and under may register to join  
this team.

Annual Ice Cream Social:  
This tradition is held before  
school resumes in the fall  
and is scheduled for Sunday, 
August 12 at Shafor Park.   
Tickets will be available  
beginning Monday, July 9.

Drinking Water Consumer  
Confidence Report
The city of Oakwood has prepared the 2017 Drinking Water  
Consumer Confidence Report for the City’s public water system.   
This was done in accordance with federal regulations under the  
Safe Drinking Water Act.  The report can be viewed on the City website  
at www.oakwoodohio.gov/ccr.pdf.  The report includes detailed  
information about the operation of our City water system during the  
2017 calendar year.  The report shows that the City operates the public 
water system in compliance with all state and federal rules.  A paper copy 
of the Consumer Confidence Report is available on request by calling the 
Public Works Center at 298-0777.

Backflow Device Certification
The State of Ohio Plumbing Code and Ohio EPA Regulations require that a 
backflow prevention device be installed on water piping to any equipment 
(e.g., irrigation systems, boilers, etc.) that is capable of contaminating 
or polluting the water distribution system.  A backflow prevention device 
allows water to flow in only one direction, thus eliminating the possibility 
that contaminants could enter the City’s water system under a backflow 
condition.  Under Chapter 919 of the Oakwood Codified Ordinances, 
backflow prevention devices must be tested upon initial installation, 
and must be re-certified annually by a State of Ohio Certified Backflow 
Tester.  The re-certification confirms that the device is functioning properly, 
and is providing the necessary protection to the City’s water distribution 
system.  Property owners with backflow devices have been notified of 
the requirement to have the annual recertification completed.  Please call 
Theresa Rushlow at 298-0400 with questions.  

2018 Vectren Gas Line Improvements
Between May and October this year, Vectren is replacing underground gas 
distribution pipes and home service lines in the Oakwood neighborhoods 
identified in blue on the map below.  The work in the northern section 
bounded by Monteray, Shroyer, Triangle and Hillview involves installing  
new polyethylene pipes in place of old steel and cast iron pipes.  The 
work along East Drive between Shafor and Shroyer involves the same 
construction as the northern section, and also includes the installation of 
a new 16 inch diameter primary gas supply line.  The large gas supply 
line replaces an existing line of equal size.  In both work areas, Vectren 
is also moving indoor gas meters to outside wall locations.  This is the 
continuation of a multi-year Vectren infrastructure replacement project in 
Oakwood.  Oakwood residents personally affected by the work will receive 
detailed information from Vectren.   Although this is not a city of Oakwood 
project, please feel free to contact Public Works Inspector/Foreman Tom 
Long at 298-0777 with questions about the work.

2018 VECTREN GAS LINE REPLACEMENT PROJECT
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OHS Students Awarded $5,000 in Cash Prizes in Entrepreneurship Competition
Students received $5000 in cash prizes.

Congratulations to the 20 students who were announced as winners in 
The Oakwood Schools Foundation Ninth Annual Harlamert Foundation 
Entrepreneurship Competition.

The annual contest, sponsored by The Oakwood Schools Foundation, 
thanks to generous support from Irvin Harlamert (OHS ‘48), emphasizes the 
importance of the entrepreneurial spirit on the success of our society and 
encourages students to explore and understand the value of owning their 
own businesses.

For more than 30 years, the Oakwood Schools Foundation has provided 
significant annual support to the district by funding grants, scholarships 
and special wish list items, all for the benefit of Oakwood students.  
Learn more about The Oakwood Schools Foundation online at 
www.oakwoodschoolsfoundation.org.

Come BackCome BackCome Back

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
9PM TO MIDNIGHT
DAYTON COUNTRY CLUB

Alumni and Oakwood 
residents welcome!   
(Must be 21 or older)

For more information and  
to register for the event,  
visit our website at:
www.oakwoodschoolsfoundation.org

Join us! 
 

For the after-game tailgate party!  
Music, appetizers, cash bar, photo booth
...fun and friends!

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
for Homecoming & Reunion  
Weekend Events 
Do you like meeting new people? 

Have you been to Come Back Lumberjacks yet? 

Are you interested in learning more about how you can 
support the Oakwood Schools Foundation?
Come join us as a volunteer! 

The Oakwood Alumni Association and Oakwood Schools Foundation are 
hosting another fun-filled and memorable weekend, and we need your help 
to welcome back our alumni and their loved ones.  Here is what we need 
you to do:

1. Welcome back alumni at the Come Back Lumberjacks party  
and check them in at Registration. (Evening of Friday, Sept. 21)

2. Walk the halls of OHS with alumni as they tour the school  
and relive their glory days.  Coffee and pastries are provided.  
(Saturday morning, Sept. 22)

To volunteer, email Alumni Director Amy Martin at  
alumni@oakwoodschools.org or call 937.371.1479.

Homecoming & Reunion Weekend Schedule:
• Friday, Sept. 21
 n Boosters Tailgate from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. -  

 $5 for a burger or 2 hot dogs, chips and a drink
 n Come Back Lumberjacks Party from 9 p.m. to midnight,  

 Dayton Country Club
  • Hosted by Oakwood Schools Foundation
  • No entrance fee, cash bar, food, music and fun!

• Saturday, Sept. 22
 n Tour of Oakwood High School, 10 a.m.
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Artwork at Lane Stadium to Recognize Donors (Continued from Page 1)

“Donor appreciation was not in any of our areas of expertise, 
so we took some time doing research and talking to people 
more knowledgeable before making any decisions.  The idea 
of introducing public art as a way of thanking our donors and 
incorporating art with athletics was appealing to us, so we pursued 
that avenue,” OAP member Lisa Sanford said.

Using a local art consultant, OAP members were introduced to  
three artists, with two presenting proposals for the project.  The 
group unanimously accepted Suzanne Ley to design and create the 
large piece, which will feature graphic images of a variety of sports 
and expressive images of athletes, reflecting Oakwood sports 
teams.  Ley’s concept included allowing students to be part of the 
creative process.

“Once we started meeting with Suzanne and discovered her 
passion for art and education, we introduced her to the OHS/OJHS  
art and engineering teachers to see if we could involve our 
students in this project.  Suzanne and the teachers were very 

excited about the prospect of involving the students in a public art 
project because that is one area of art students typically don’t have 
the opportunity to experience.  The Oakwood Arts Bridge and the 
Oakwood Schools Foundation funded a grant request by the art and 
engineering teachers and Suzanne has been working with students 
throughout her design and painting process.  She spent an entire 
day at school doing a presentation about being an artist and the 
process of doing a public art project, for every art and engineering 
student who could attend.  Students have been out to her studio 
and have participated in the creation of this incredible project,” 
Sanford said.

Ley said she has been “blown away by the students’ talents and 
enthusiasm.”   Sanford says what began as a tribute to those who 
helped build Lane Stadium has become much more.

“It is the donor appreciation piece for Lane Stadium but it is  
now also a way for artists and athletes to come together and build 
new traditions.”

Congratualtions to  
OHS Academic Decathlon 
Congratulations to the Oakwood High School Academic Decathlon 
team, the winners of the United States Academic Decathlon National 
Championship for the seventh consecutive year. 

Competing on the team this year were Richard Roediger (10),  
Yaoyi Xing (10), Jordan Neeley (11), Rebecca Gentry (11),  
William Ayres (11), Sam Carryer (12),Cameron Hendrix (11),  
Miles Jones (11), and Bryan Bassett (10). Sammi Auditore (11) 
competed as an alternate individual at nationals this year.  
Lori Morris is the team’s coach.
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Oakwood National Junior Honor Society Supports Community

“We focus on traits that enhance 
a student’s ability to apply 
their knowledge outside of the 
classroom.  When students 
utilize strengths of character 
to engage others, serve, lead, 
and build relationships, their 
knowledge and ideas gain an 
interested audience! They can 

then positively influence those around them.  Character education helps 
to put all of the puzzle pieces together in order to facilitate our mission 
statement of creating intellectual, creative and respectful members of the 
community,” Hummer, a district counselor, said.

To learn more about the programs, you can visit the school counselor 
pages on our website at https://www.oakwoodschools.org 

Oakwood Elementary Students Focus on Kindness
As Oakwood elementary 
students enjoy their 
summer vacation, 
hopefully, they will put to 
good use the lessons they 
learned in the district’s 
character education 
programs this year.

Kindness and empathy 
were the themes elementary staff focused on in this year’s programs.   
The books of children’s author Trudy Ludwig were used as a backdrop 
for the lessons.  Ludwig made a visit to the district in the fall, talking with 
students and staff. 

While at Harman School the program is called “Harmanize” and at Smith 
Elementary it is called “GRIT,” the lessons are the same in both buildings. 
A district-wide team made up of Sarah Patterson, Lynn Cowell, Teresa 

Harris, Traci Hummer, Shawn 
Fry, Heather Jacobs, Josh 
Dear, Lisa Henry, Elizabeth 
Uptegrove and Leslie Daniel 
design the lessons to meet the 
specific needs of Oakwood 
students. The schools wrapped 
up the year with Family Fun 
Day activities, featuring service 
projects, games and more.

From cleaning up area parks to packing up meals, 33 Oakwood Junior High School eighth graders 
are taking more than just their academic experiences with them as they head to the high school.  
These future leaders who participated in National Junior Honor Society also gained experience 
this year helping others in the community.

The goals of Oakwood NJHS are to “create an enthusiasm for scholarship, to stimulate a desire 
to render service, to promote worthy leadership and to encourage the development of citizenship 
and character in students of Oakwood Junior High School.”

In addition to monthly lunch meetings where students interact with leaders from a variety of local 
charities and brainstorm their own small group projects, members also participate in three major 
whole-group service opportunities. In the fall, students took part in a clean-up at Hills and Dales. 
In the winter, it was a busy day at the Dayton YWCA, babysitting for residents, sorting donations, 
and cleaning storage areas. For the spring service, the group participated in the Adopt-a-Park 
Earth Day recognition and cleaned the river at the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial Park. 

NJHS advisors Brianna Doyal, Dawne Roeckner, Rachel Keyes and Sally Harper also help students 
to organize their own small group projects. This year, students helped clean up Oakwood streets 
before Halloween, organized a bake sale to raise money for Brigid’s Path, prepared and served 
meals at The House of Bread and took dogs to visit residents at 10 Wilmington Place just to name 
a few activities.

Membership is based on scholarship, service, leadership, character and citizenship. 
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Destination Imagination Challenges Students and Builds Relationships
Imagine an 
activity that can 
help students 
learn patience, 
flexibility, 
persistence, 
ethics, respect 
for others and 
their ideas, and 
the collaborative 
problem-solving 

process, while also developing lifelong friendships. That’s exactly what 
those involved say participants will learn from taking part in the challenging 
program of Destination Imagination.

This year, nearly 190 Oakwood students in kindergarten through 9th grade 
participated in Oakwood DI.  Ellie Duwel has competed in DI for five years. 

“DI has shaped me into who I am today in many ways. DI has made me a 
better leader, more organized and has taught me to think outside the box. 
I’ve also become very close with my team and managers over the past few 
years. We’ve created our own little DI family!” Duwel said.

The program is based on students working in teams to solve challenges. 
Team members choose a central team challenge, which is designed to be a 
long-term effort, to solve. Teams are also evaluated in the instant challenge 
competition, designed to see how effectively team members work together 
in an impromptu format with very limited preparation. Team challenges 
require a performance that often involves a skit with props, costumes, 
scenery, a storyline and script. Frequently, students are encouraged to 
incorporate technical, engineering, and artistic methods to enhance the 
effectiveness of their solution. 

Elizabeth Uptegrove is one of the coordinators for Oakwood DI. She says 
teamwork is key to being successful in the challenges. 

“Success in the team challenge and the instant challenge are highly 
dependent on the team’s ability to collaborate productively, manage the 
timing and divisibility of work, call on everyone’s individual strengths to fuel 
joint creativity, and communicate their ideas effectively,” Uptegrove said.

All teams present their solutions at the Regional Tournament in March. 
Regional winners progress to the State tournament. State winners 
are eligible to attend the Global Finals tournament at the University of 
Tennessee in May.  Duwell says she’ll never forget making it to Global 
Finals.

“I’ve made hundreds of amazing memories over the years — it’s so hard to 
pick just a few! Of all the moments I’ve shared with my team, my favorites 
are winning State to make it to Global Finals and creating original art and 
music!” Duwel said.

With the close to 200 students participating each year just in Oakwood, 
there are plenty of opportunities for parents and community members to get 
involved.

“Volunteers are ALWAYS needed to manage teams, provide support to the 
team managers in various ways and appraise at the tournament. Ongoing 
training is provided for managers.  Appraisers attend a half day training 
one month before the tournament. We are grateful to the hundreds of 
volunteers who have supported our program with their time and talents,” 
Uptegrove said.

Applications for students to be a part of DI are sent home from school 
in September.  Uptegrove says DI is a good option for parents “who are 
looking for additional challenge and enrichment for their children.” Duwel 
says “everyone should give DI a chance.”

“DI opens the door to so many opportunities, relationships and experiences 
that you won’t find anywhere else. Thanks to DI, I’ve made lifelong friends 
and built skills that help me every day!”
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Oakwood City Schools June/July 2018
June 2018 
6/1  SAT test at Oakwood

6/4  First Session of Summer School Begins

6/9  ACT test at Oakwood

6/11  Grade Cards mailed

6/11 7 p.m. Board Meeting

6/25  Second Session of Summer School Begins

July 2018 
7/9 7 p.m. Board Meeting
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The Oakwood Schools master calendar can be  
viewed online at www.oakwoodschools.org

Your source for Oakwood 
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Wright Memorial 
 P u b l i c  L i b r a r y

Hours:  
Monday – Friday 10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
Sunday 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

1776 Far Hills Avenue 
Oakwood, OH 45419 
(937) 294-7171 
www.wrightlibrary.org

Five Ways to Keep Your Kids Reading (and Learning) This Summer (Continued from Page 1)

2. Press play. Audio books, whether on compact disc or digitally downloaded, can bring books to life and build significant brain power throughout the 
summer. Listen as a family on a long car ride or toss back a pair of headphones to keep the road trip peace. 

3. Book + movie. Many books have movie companions. Treat the family to a movie night after reading the book. Invite friends to read the book, too, and 
host a movie night with friends, maybe even projecting the film onto the side of your garage after dusk. 

4. Let them assign a book to you. What young adult book would your tween or teen like you to read? Show them you are willing to take an interest by 
reading their pick, and soon you might be trading suggestions with ease. 

5. Attend library programs. Visit wrightlibrary.org/SRC2018 for a list of summer programs for all ages, including teens. 

Bring The Family Outside This 
Summer With Wright Library
Campfire at the Library
Tuesday, July 10   8 p.m.-10 p.m. 
At this community gathering co-led by Wright Memorial Public Library  
and Oakwood Public Safety, we will all gather around a campfire at 
Katharine Wright Park, located directly behind the Library, to sing songs 
and share stories. Start and end times are approximate. Children under 13 
must be accompanied by an adult. The rain date is July 12th.

Storytime at Smith Gardens 
Friday, June 22   10:30 a.m.

Friday, July 27   10:30 a.m.

Friday, August 24   10:30 a.m. 
We’re taking storytime outdoors!  
Join us in the cozy atmosphere of  

Smith Gardens for a special storytime or infants, toddlers, and preschoolers. 

Beauty and the Beast Sing-a-long at Old River
Friday, June 22   8:30 p.m. 
In collaboration with the Oakwood Community Center, the Wright Library 
presents Sing-a-Long Beauty and the Beast (2017), projected on a giant 
screen at Old River! Yes, singing out loud is encouraged—Miss Jacqui  
will be singing along right alongside you! Popcorn is provided. Families  
are encouraged to bring blankets and/or lawn chairs and a flashlight.  
Rain location is the OCC’s large program room.

Gates open at 8:30 p.m.and the movie starts at 9:15 p.m.

Summer Reading Club  
Kickoff Weekend 
Want to inspire a summer of reading? Attend Wright Library’s Summer 
Reading Club Kickoff Weekend! Register for Summer Reading Club on site 
at any of these programs. 

Friday June 1
Book showcase    5 p.m.-9 p.m.  
Drop by the Library’s meeting room for a showcase of new books and 
expert suggestions from our librarians for your summer reading!

Friday June 2
Musical Petting Zoo    10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Come play with us at the Musical Instrument Petting Zoo! Maestros 
from Hauer Music will demonstrate a wide variety of instruments, plus 
encourage kids to get hands on! Information about music lessons and 
instrument rentals will be available. Drop in at any time—we’ll be jamming 
the whole morning!

Friday June 3
Sting Ray Sunday, Tickets Required  
Two sessions: 1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. -4:30 p.m.   
Smith Elementary Gym 
The Newport Aquarium’s WAVE Foundation visits the library with portable 
tank of yellow sting rays!  The Ray Cart provides children, teens, and adults 
the chance to see up close the amazing swimming strategy of yellow sting 
rays. They are closely related to sharks, but have an incredibly different 
body shape and survival method. This program will cover those differences 
and similarities, sting ray conservation, and the “music” of sting rays!

Our most popular question at Wright Library is also the most difficult one to answer on the spot: “What should I read next?”
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That’s why we started BookFlights. A BookFlight is a custom curated 
sampler of three library books, hand-picked and checked out to you by one 
of our librarians, based on your personal reading preferences. 

1. Enroll by completing a brief Reader Profile (online or on paper) 
2. Choose your pickup date. (Give us at least 3 days.)
3. Come to the library on your pickup date, grab your BookFlight bag, and go! 

Each BookFlight will include an opinion survey to help us get to know 
your reading tastes and make your next BookFlight even better.  Repeat 

as often as once a month; you can even subscribe to automatic recurring 
BookFlights each month.

You probably won’t fall in love with everything we pick. Our goal is 
simply that in each BookFlight you discover something new that intrigues 
you. Over time, we believe the BookFlights program will help deepen our 
community’s love of reading books for pleasure.

Sign up at wrightlibrary.org/bookflight, visit the Library Research Desk, 
or call 937-294-7171.

http://www.wrightlibrary.org
http://wrightlibrary.org/bookflight
http://wrightlibrary.org/SRC2018


Wright Memorial Public Library June/July 2018
June 
6/1 2:30 p.m.  Teen Foam Party & Popsicles (T); 
 7 p.m. Book Showcase (All Ages); 
 7 p.m. BookBuzz w/Penguin Random House; 
 7 p.m. Writer’s Cafe (A)

6/2  10 a.m.  Musical Instrument Petting Zoo (E)  

6/3  1:30 p.m.  CPR Training (registration required);  
 1:30 p.m.  Sting Ray Sunday (at Smith Elem. Gym-F)

6/4  10:30 a.m  Baby Storytime (I)  

6/5  10:30 a.m.  Terrific Tales on Tuesday (P); 
 6:30 p.m.  Teen Writing Club (T)  

6/6   Tech Tutoring by appointment (A)

6/8  10:30 a.m.  Books & Blocks (I,P); 
 2 p.m. T’ns (T)

6/9  2 p.m. Rock Your Art (F)

6/10  2 p.m.  Let’s Go Lego (E) 

6/11  10:30 a.m.  Baby Storytime (I)

6/12  10:30 a.m.  Terrific Tales on Tuesday (P);  
 7 p.m. Book Club (A)

6/13   Tech Tutoring by appointment (A)

6/15  10:30 a.m.  Books & Blocks (I,P);  
 2 p.m. T’ns (T)

6/16  10:30 a.m.  Ditch the Diet

6/17  2:30 p.m. Writers’ Cafe (A) 

6/18  10:30 a.m.  Baby Storytime (I) 

6/19  10:30 a.m.  Terrific Tales on Tuesday (P);  
 6:30 p.m. Teen Writing Club (at Tastefully Roasted- T);  
 7 p.m. Wright Library Poets (A)

6/20   Tech Tutoring by appointment (A)

6/22  10:30 a.m.  Smith Gardens Storytime (I,P); 
 2 p.m. T’ns (T);  
 8:30 p.m. Outdoor Movie at Old River

6/23  10:30 a.m.  Paws to Read (E); 
 2 p.m. Rock Your Art (F)

6/24  2 p.m.  Let’s Go Lego (E)

6/25  10:30 a.m.  Baby Storytime (I)

6/26  10:30 a.m.  Terrific Tales on Tuesday (P)

6/28   Tech Tutoring by appointment (A)

6/29  10:30 a.m.  Books & Blocks (I,P); 
 2 p.m.  T’ns (T) 
 TBD Adult Maker Challenge (A)

July 
7/4   Tech Tutoring by appointment (A)

7/6  7 p.m. Writers’ Cafe (A)

7/7 2 p.m. Rock Your Art (F)

7/8  2 p.m. Let’s Go Lego (E)

7/9  10:30 a.m. Baby Storytime (I)

7/10  10:30 a.m. Terrific Tales on Tuesday (P); 
 6:30 p.m. Teen Writing Club (T);  
 7 p.m. Book Club (A);   
 8 p.m. Library Campfire (F)

7/11   Tech Tutoring by appointment (A)

7/13  10:30 a.m. Books & Blocks (I,P);  
 2 p.m. T’ns (T)

7/15  2:30 p.m. Writers’ Cafe (A) 2:30

7/16  10:30 a.m. Baby Storytime (I)

7/17  10:30 a.m. Terrific Tales on Tuesday (P);  
 7 p.m. Wright Library Poets (A)

7/18   Tech Tutoring by appointment (A)

7/20  10:30 a.m. Books & Blocks (I,P);  
 2 p.m. T’ns (T)

7/21  10:30 a.m. Paws to Read (E);  
 2 p.m. Rock Your Art (F)

7/22  2 p.m. Let’s Go Lego (E)

7/23  10:30 a.m. Baby Storytime (I)

7/24  10:30 a.m. Terrific Tales on Tuesday (P);  
 6:30 p.m. Teen Writing Club (at Tastefully Roasted- T)

7/25   Tech Tutoring by appointment (A)

7/27  10:30 a.m. Smith Gardens Storytime (I,P);  
 2 p.m. T’ns (T) 
 Various Escape Room - Registration Required (A)

7/30  10:30 a.m. Baby Storytime (I); 

7/31  10:30 a.m. Terrific Tales on Tuesdays (P)

Key: I=Infant; E=Elementary; P=Preschool; T=Teen; A=Adult, F=Family
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Heartsaver CPR training 
June 3
1:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.
Registration required at wrightlibrary.org

Stay safe this summer with Heartsaver CPR 
training and certification. The $30 course 
includes a three-hour training, CPR booklet, Rock Your Art this summer 

June 9  2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
June 23 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
July 7  2 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
Rock-n-roll meets oil pastels on these artistic 
afternoons! Elementary-age children are invited 

to make art in a provided medium while the library plays the best music of 
a genre. Get inspired by the music and make a mess on us!  Try out new 
songs and art! Please note: the Library will be playing radio edits of songs.

and two-year certification card. (If you do not 
need official certification, you may take the 

course for a $15 fee.) This course is for anyone with limited or no medical 
training who needs a course completion card in CPR and AED use to meet 
job, regulatory, or other requirements. Led by Dan Wathen, retired CPR 
Coordinator for the Kettering Fire Department, this short course prepares 
anyone to be a life-saver. Registration is required and limited to 30 people. 
Cash payment due at check-in on June 3. Ages 13 and older. 
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and from our annual Young@Art event in February.  
We would love for this group to get stronger by 
having more parent involvement in coming years,” 
Caley said.

She believes community involvement is key to the 
future of Oakwood.

“The kids are the future of our community!   
We need to make a point to see, hear and value 
each child.  The school offers great ways for kids 
to connect in clubs or extra curricular activities.  
The community can supplement that by getting  
to know the kids in their neighborhood, give  
them opportunities to be useful and support  
their activities.”

Caley says it’s not only students who gain from 
these connections.  She knows she has benefitted 
from her time working with students.

 “I get to know the kids and the staff my children 
interact with and I have worked and learned from 
some fabulous parents over the years.  I also get 
to know my own kids from a different perspective 
when seeing them work together with their peers.”

If you are interested in learning more about the 
Oakwood Arts Bridge, visit their website page at 
https://www.oakwoodschools.org/community/
arts-bridge.

Krista Caley, Asset Builder

6 Parent Involvement in Schooling, 14 Adult Role Model, 17 Creative Activities

“The arts are ALIVE 
in Oakwood!  It is so 
exciting to witness the 
growth of the band and 
orchestra in past years, 
new a cappella groups, 
award winning visual 
artists, state-bound 

speech and debate team, creative writers and 
filmmakers, and more. We have much to be proud 
of.”  That’s according to Krista Caley, an active 
Oakwood volunteer, an IT consultant, amateur 
musician and the next president of the Oakwood 
Arts Bridge.

Caley, a native of Germantown and graduate of 
Valley View High School, has always balanced 
her interests. She earned a bachelor’s degree 
in Electrical Engineering from the University 
of Dayton, while being active in the music 
ensembles there.  Her love of music and theatre 
has extended to her efforts to help Oakwood 
students, including her sons Joey (Class of 2018) 
and Scott (Class of 2021). She has served in a 
number of positions with the Oakwood Arts Bridge 
and will take over as president next school year.

 “We raise money for grants that support K-12 
performing and visual arts from our annual 
donation drive at the beginning of the school year 

40 assets
building blocks for healthy 

development of young people

Our community 
endeavors to 
intentionally and 

strategically construct 
building blocks to help 
our young people grow 
up healthy, caring, and 
responsible.

https://www.oakwoodschools.org/community/arts-bridge
https://www.oakwoodschools.org/community/arts-bridge



