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City News 
Shafor Park Tennis Court Reconstruction

The city will completely rebuild the Shafor Park Tennis Facility over the next few months. The existing 
courts are over 60 years old and are in need of total replacement. (Continued on page 4)
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P2 REFUSE PROGRAM
One of our primary city services is 
collection and disposal of refuse 
including household trash, recyclables, 
bulk items, and green waste.
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School News 
School Officials to Present Facility Options

The Oakwood Schools Master Facility Plan is now in phase two and school officials are presenting  
options to community members. The next community meeting will be Feb. 28 at 7 p.m. in the 
Oakwood High School auditorium.

School officials and school building design experts have been reviewing facility assessments and 
community feedback to create options to enhance learning environments for current students and  
future generations.

You can learn more about the Master Facility Plan, review assessments and  
watch a video from the first community meeting on the district’s website at  
http://www.oakwoodschools.org/district/master-facility-plan

Library News 
Library to Screen Award Winning Film

Wright Memorial Public Library will present a screening and discussion with 
the filmmakers of the award-winning documentary “Disturbing the Peace” 
in February. 

Disturbing the Peace follows former enemy combatants - Israeli soldiers 
from elite units and Palestinian fighters, many of whom served years in 
prison - who have joined together to challenge the status quo and say 

“enough.” The film reveals their transformational journeys from soldiers committed to armed battle to nonviolent 
peace activists known as Combatants for Peace. (Continued on page 10)
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Refuse Dumpsters
As an alternative to special pickups, residents can request refuse 
dumpsters. These are generally designed for disposal of debris from  
home remodeling projects and general household clean-up. Dumpsters  
are for disposing of resident generated debris only (no contractor 
generated). There is a $100 delivery and pickup charge for the dumpsters. 
The person requesting the dumpster will also be responsible for the costs 
incurred by the city for dumping the discarded materials. Call 298-0777  
for more details...or see the Refuse Handbook on the city website.

Free Dumpsters for Yard Debris
If you have a large amount of yard debris (green waste) and would like to 
use a dumpster for disposing of the material, rather than waiting for the 
regularly scheduled monthly pickup, please call 298-0777 to request a 
container drop-off. There is no charge when using dumpsters exclusively 
for yard debris disposal. Please consider coordinating the dumpster use 
with your neighbors.

Spring Yard and Garden Cleanup
The city collects yard debris monthly from January through September, and 
bi-weekly from October through December. Refer to the enclosed map for 
your scheduled pickup days and please plan your work accordingly. Here 
are a few things to remember:

• Place larger piles of yard debris including brush and branches in the tree 
lawn area just behind the curb. Branches should be no longer than 6 
feet and should be placed in manageable piles. Do not place these piles 
around trees, fire hydrants, cable TV boxes or posts/poles.

• Do not place any yard debris in the street or gutter line, except leaves 
during the fall leaf collection season.

• Under no circumstance should you place anything except yard debris in 
the tree lawn area. 

• The city will not pick up contractor generated yard debris.

• If you have a large amount of yard debris, please call for a free dumpster, 
but remember that this dumpster must only include yard debris.

• Do not stack loose yard debris around or on top of your garbage cans.

• Please remember the 35 gallon and 60 pound limits on trash cans and 
that all cans must have lids.

• Grass clippings are not accepted, either with regular trash or curbside 
yard debris collection, or at the Creager Field drop-off site. Please use a 
mulching mower or home composting. 

Yard Debris and Refuse Drop-off 
The Foell Public Works Center at 210 Shafor Boulevard is open from  
8 a.m. until 12 noon on the first Saturday of every month for residents to 
drop off yard debris and other household waste and recycling, including 
large items such as furniture and appliances. If dropping off a refrigerator, 
freezer, or air conditioner, the Freon must be removed. For large amounts  
of construction debris, please use the dumpster program.  

REFUSE PROGRAM
One of our primary city services is collection and disposal of refuse 
including household trash, recyclables, bulk items, and green waste. Given 
the enormous number of trees in Oakwood and the extensive landscaping 
throughout the city, we generate a very large amount of green waste (yard 
debris). Roughly 20-25% of the cost to operate our refuse program is 
related to the green waste collection and disposal. Below are some details 
about our comprehensive refuse program. 

Weekly Trash Collection
The primary component 
of our refuse program is 
the weekly collection and 
disposal of household trash 
and co-mingled recyclables. 
We provide this service 
via back door collection 
with a fleet of refuse 
scooters. These scooters 
are equipped with two 
hoppers… one for trash 
and one for co-mingled 

recyclables. The materials are dumped into split-bed refuse trucks. The trash 
is taken to the Montgomery County Refuse Transfer Station in Moraine where 
it is transloaded into large refuse haulers and taken to a landfill. The co-

mingled recyclables are taken to the Rumpke Recycling Center in Dayton.

Creager Field Green Waste and Recycling Drop-off
We have several drop-off dumpsters at the Creager Field parking lot 
adjacent to Shafor and Irving (by the Oakwood Dog Park). There are 
separate containers for cardboard, for co-mingled recyclables (glass, 
plastics, metal, etc.) and for yard debris. These containers are accessible 
24-7. The more green waste and recyclables that we remove from the 
landfill stream, the cheaper it is to operate our city refuse program.

Special Pickups
All Oakwood property owners are entitled to two special pickups per 
calendar year at no cost. Additional pickups are charged at $100 each. 
Special pickups are for large items only (e.g., furniture, appliances, etc.) 
and can be scheduled by calling 298-0777. If you are a tenant, you must 
coordinate your special pickups with the property owner. All items must 
be placed in an open area where the city bucket loader can safely access 
them, such as driveways away from structures and fences.

Leaf Mulch Program
Our fall 2017 leaves are being processed into garden mulch. Oakwood 
citizens will have two options again this year for obtaining the leaf mulch.  
For those who want mulch delivered, we offer 3 cubic yards for $90 and 
6 cubic yards for $130. Please call 298-0777 to place an order. Mulch 
deliveries will take place on five Saturdays from April 14 to May 12. On the 
same five Saturdays, residents can obtain free mulch from the public works 
center at 210 Shafor Blvd. between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.,  
but must haul the material themselves and must provide proof of residency. 
The free mulch is for Oakwood residents only and no commercial vehicles  
are permitted. 
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2018 Sidewalk, Curb and Driveway 
Apron Project
The 2018 sidewalk, curb and driveway apron repair project will 
take place in the area bounded by Far Hills, Aberdeen, Shroyer and 
East Drive. The purpose of the program is to maintain the concrete 
structures located within the city rights-of-way in good, safe condition. 
We have begun inspecting the areas and marking sections of concrete 
requiring repairs. Residents affected by the work will receive personal 
notification regarding their responsibilities. Please call Public Works 
Foreman David Shuey at 298-0777 if you have any questions. For 
those who choose to do the repair work themselves, please remember 
to obtain a permit in advance and that all work must be completed 
and inspected by Friday, May 18.
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Presidents Day Trash Pickup
Please note that trash pickup for all routes the week of February 19 
will be one day later than usual.  Monday’s route will be picked up 
Tuesday; Tuesday’s route will be picked up Wednesday; Wednesday’s 
route will be picked up Thursday; and Thursday’s route will be picked 
up Friday.

FEBRUARY/MARCH COUNCIL MEETINGS
City Council will meet in regular sessions at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, February 5 and Monday, March 5. Both meetings will take place at the city building, 
30 Park Avenue. The regular sessions are preceded by an open work session beginning at 6:00 p.m. on February 5 and at 6:30 p.m. on March 5. Citizens 
are invited to attend any of these meetings. The regular sessions are televised live on cable TV (Time Warner Ch. 6 and AT&T Ch. 99). Meeting videos will 
be rebroadcast for a week or so afterwards. Please check your cable guide or www.mvcc.net for broadcast times. Within a day or two after the regular 
sessions, meeting videos can also be viewed online at the city’s website: www.oakwoodohio.gov.

DOOR-TO-DOOR SOLICITING  
AND CANVASSING

The city of Oakwood provides residential 
property owners with a means to prohibit 
certain types of door-to-door solicitation  
and canvassing.  This is addressed in 
Chapter 733 of the Oakwood Codified 
Ordinances.  Residents can request that 

their property be included on the city’s “Do Not Solicit” list by visiting our 
website at www.oakwoodohio.gov.
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Shafor Park Tennis Court Reconstruction 
(Continued from front page)

The new facility will include five tennis courts and an adjacent 25-space parking lot as depicted below. The parking lot supplements existing on-street 
parking in the area and will serve the tennis courts, Gardner Swimming Pool, Shafor Park and the Oakwood Community Center. The plan will include 
extensive landscaping around the courts and parking lot. This project is being completed in cooperation and partnership with the Oakwood City Schools.  
As with the current courts, the new facility will be open to the public and will also be the home of the Oakwood Junior and Senior High School Tennis teams.
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Residential Fire Inspections
Home fires can happen at any time, but they generally increase during the fall and winter months.  You can make your home a safer place by 
requesting a Residential Fire and Safety Inspection from the Oakwood Safety Department.  These inspections are voluntary and are conducted 
by request only.  Home inspections provide an opportunity for residents to learn about fire safety issues and for Oakwood Safety Department 
inspectors to provide recommendations on measures to improve the safety of home occupants.  If you would like to arrange for a fire inspection, 
please contact the Oakwood Safety Department at 298-2122 and speak with one of our certified Fire Inspectors.

Community Center Upcoming Events/Classes

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Applications for summer employment with the City of Oakwood are now available at the OCC, the city building and on the city’s website at 
www.oakwoodohio.gov. Students 16 years of age and older are eligible for lifeguard and concession positions at Gardner Pool. Students 
interested in general maintenance and landscaping positions must be at least 18 years of age at the time of employments. Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

Pre-School  
Basketball Clinic:
Pre-School Basketball Clinic, 
Saturday mornings, March 3 
through March 24 for ages 4-5.

Egg Coloring and Picture 
with the Easter Bunny:
Egg Coloring and Picture with  
the Easter Bunny, Thursday, 
March 29 from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. 
and from 7-7:45 p.m.

Junior High Dances at 
the OCC: 
Dances will be held on Friday, 
February 9,from 8:30 to 10 p.m.; 
Friday, March 16 from 8:30 to 
10 p.m. These dances are for 
Oakwood students only.

Annual Junior High  
Ski Trip:
Annual Junior High Ski Trip, 
Thursday, February 22, at  
Perfect North Slopes. 

Friends of Smith Gardens 
Perennial Sale:
Friends of Smith Gardens 
Perennial Sale, Friday and 
Saturday, April 20 and 21 at the 
Oakwood Community Center. 
Hours are 3 to 8 p.m. on Friday 
and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday.

2017 Oakwood Income Tax Returns Due April 17 
The City of Oakwood has a mandatory filing requirement for all residents. Every individual, 18 years of age or older, who resides in Oakwood, must file 
an Oakwood City income tax return, whether or not there is any taxable income to report, unless they received an exemption from the tax department. 
Exemptions can be received for retired residents who have income derived exclusively from non-taxable sources (interest, dividend, social security and/or 
pension income, etc.) but only after they have filed a final return showing that they have no taxable income. 

If you have filed for an extension of time to file your federal return, you will automatically receive an Oakwood extension. You should attach a copy of your 
federal extension to your return when filing so that you will not be charged a late filing penalty. Your extended return is due the same date as your extended 
federal return – October 15, 2018. If you do not have a federal extension, you may still obtain an Oakwood extension. Simply complete an extension request 
form, located on the City’s web site, and submit your request by April 17, 2018. As always, an extension of time to file your returns does not extend the time 
to pay your taxes. All taxes paid after April 17, 2018 will be subject to a 15% underpayment penalty as mandated by the State of Ohio.

The 2017 Oakwood income tax return is available on the City’s web site at www.oakwoodohio.gov. If you do not have internet access, forms are available 
at the City administrative offices, Wright Memorial Public Library and the Oakwood Community Center. If you need assistance with the preparation of your 
Oakwood income tax return, please visit the Tax Department before March 30, 2018. Normal business hours for the tax office are from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday. Extended hours will be provided on Monday, April 16 and Tuesday, April 17, when the office will be open until 6:00 p.m.

If you have any questions regarding your City of Oakwood income tax return, please contact the Income Tax Department at 298-0531.

For more details and information about these events, please contact the Community Center at 298-0775.
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2018-19 Kindergarten Registration Begins March 12 
Parents who are considering kindergarten for their children for the 2018-
19 school year should visit Lange School beginning March 12, 2018 to 
register. The registration form can be downloaded from the Lange School 
website at lange.oakwoodschools.org. Once registered, parents may sign 
up for a kindergarten screening date. 

Children who will be five years old on or before Sept. 30, 2018 may register 
for kindergarten. Children who will be five years old on or before Oct. 1, 
2018 and Jan. 1, 2019 may be considered for early entrance. 

For information, please contact Lange School at (937) 299-8730 or email Nanci 
Koepke, Administrative Assistant at koepke.nanci@oakwoodschools. org or 
Frank Eaton, Principal, at eaton.frank@oakwoodschools.org. 

Important 2018-2019 Kindergarten Dates:
Kindergarten Parent Orientation Meeting:
Wed. April 11 @ 7:00 p.m. at Lange School

Kindergarten Screening:
Week of April 16 by appointment only

Follow up Kindergarten Screening Meeting
(review of screening results) 
Tues., April 24 @ 7:00 p.m. at Lange School

A.J. Lewis is a Certified Public Accountant 
with Flagel Huber Flagel.  A.J. attended E.D. 
Smith and graduated from Oakwood High 
School in 2008. He is a graduate of Wright 
State University with a bachelor’s degree in 
Accountancy.  He serves as the Treasurer of 
the Kiwanis Club of Dayton and on the board 
of Levitt Pavilion Dayton.  His wife Liz  
(OHS ’09) is a third grade teacher in the  

Tipp City school district.  Residents of Beavercreek for the past 
several years, A.J. and Liz enjoy traveling in their free time.

Nominations Being Accepted For Eighth 
Annual Parker Love Of Teaching Award
Nominations are now being accepted for The Oakwood Schools Foundation’s eighth 
annual Parker Love of Teaching and Lifelong Learning Award.  The award, presented 
each spring, honors a current Oakwood teacher who uniquely inspires the full potential 
of each student with whom he or she works.

In 2010, The Parker Love of Teaching and Lifelong Learning Award was created by 
former longtime Oakwood teacher Beverly (Bev) Parker in memory of her late husband, 
Robert (Bob) Parker.  Based on the belief teachers in Oakwood are exceptional and 
give much of themselves for the betterment of the children in our community, the 
Parker Award honors teachers who go above and beyond what is expected of them.

The award consists of a $1,200 prize, which is divided between the recipient and an 
academic department, grade or program of the recipient’s choosing. Learn more about 
the award or download the 2018 award criteria and nomination form online at  
www.oakwoodschoolsfoundation.org. For more information, contact Mrs. Dante 
Connell, OSF Director, by email at contact@oakwoodschoolsfoundation.org or by 
phone at 297-5332.

Parker Award Nomination Information
• Eligible teachers will have taught in the Oakwood District for at least 

five years
• Nominations or letters of support can be submitted by parents, 

students, alumni, community members, faculty and administrators
• Nominations and letters of support do not carry over from year to year
• Download the 2018 nomination form at  

www.oakwoodschoolsfoundation.org

2017 Winner Nate Thompson with Bev Parker

Regina Menza currently works as Director of Strategic 
Analytics for Sg2, a healthcare consulting firm based 
in Chicago, IL. A Stow, Ohio native, Regina received her 
undergraduate degree from Ohio University and her MBA  
from Cleveland State University.  Residents of Oakwood for 
nine years, she and her husband Tom have two children in  
the Oakwood City School District:  Abbey (8th grade) and  
Nick (4th grade).  In her free time, Regina enjoys going on 
hikes with her family by Houck Stream, an early morning 

run down Shafor Blvd. and shopping at Dorothy Lane Market, where she tries to 
unsuccessfully avoid Killer Brownies and Richard’s Thumbprint cookies.

OSF Welcomes New Board Members  
A.J. Lewis and Regina Menza are the two newest elected members of The Oakwood Schools Foundation’s Board of Trustees.

A.J. and Regina join current Board of Trustees members: Jennifer Almoney, Julie Cannon, Chris Conard, Ashley Coyne, Lindsey Deck, Ed Gray, Matt Jessup, 
Laura Lee John, Bev Johnsen, Markus Kemper, Meredith Quigley, Dr. Kyle Ramey and Lisa Sanford. 

For more than 30 years, The Oakwood Schools Foundation has provided significant annual support to our District by funding grants, scholarships and special 
wish list items, all for the benefit of Oakwood students. Learn more about The Oakwood Schools Foundation online at www.oakwoodschoolsfoundation.org.

A.J. Lewis Regina Menza
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Oakwood City Schools Preschool 
Applications Available
In an effort to provide appropriate services to preschool-age children 
with disabilities, Oakwood City Schools operates an integrated preschool 
program. This program provides intervention services to children with 
disabilities designed to meet their specific needs and the opportunity 
to interact with typically developing children in a positive learning 
environment. The program operates four days per week with half-day 
sessions and enrolls preschool-age children with disabilities and typically 
developing children.

Process for Selecting Typically Developing Students
Typically developing preschool students are selected for the program by 
signing up on a waitlist. Students must be age 3 by September 30, 2018; 
be residents of the district; and be typically developing. Applications for the 
waitlist will be made available on the district’s website and as a print copy 
at any of the school buildings beginning January 16, 2018. Applications 
for placement in the 2018-2019 school year can be turned in starting at 
7:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 14, 2018 at Lange Elementary School, 219 
W. Dorothy Lane. Only one application per person will be accepted (unless 
multiple applicants live at the same address). Applications that are mailed 
in will be time stamped as 4:00 p.m. the day that they are received by the 
school. Mailed applications that are received prior to April 14, 2018 will be 
considered received at 4:00 p.m. on April 14, 2018. Families of students 
who receive a slot will be notified of the slot and whether it is in the 
morning or afternoon section by mid May 2018. 

Children With Disabilities 
Ohio School Districts are required to provide free appropriate educational 
services to all children in their attendance areas who are age 3 through 21 
and who are determined to have a disability. Disability, in this case, means 
such conditions as hearing impairments, visual impairments, speech or 
language impairments, specific learning disabilities, emotional disturbance, 
multiple disabilities, cognitive disabilities, physical impairments, other health 
impairments, autism and traumatic brain injury. 

Schools are required to provide evaluations to determine if a child has 
such a disability. If you have or know of a child who may have a disability, 
contact your local school district for more information. In Oakwood, please 
contact Frank Eaton, Special Education Supervisor, at eaton.frank@
oakwoodschools.org or (937) 297-7803.

OHS Alumni Association Plans  
for a Productive 2018
With the New Year comes new goals, new ideas for improvement, and the 
Alumni Association is no exception.  In 2018, Director Amy Martin has set 
the following goals for the OHS Alumni Association and invites alumni to 
join in the fun. 

Digitize the OHS Yearbook Collection: Using the Dayton Metro Library 
book scanner, the Alumni Association aims to digitize at least half of the 
OHS yearbooks in 2018.  Volunteers are welcome to join in this effort. 

Welcome back 10 or more classes for reunions over Homecoming 
Weekend: It’s been amazing getting our alumni back to celebrate reunions 
over Homecoming Weekend.  This year Homecoming & Reunion Weekend 
is September 21-22, and interactive class websites are being created to 
share details on reunion plans and connect classmates.  Get in touch for 
more information on your class plans, or to help build your class website! 

Invite current and former OHS staff to join the Alumni community: The 
Alumni Association welcomes the staff of Oakwood High School to join the 
OHS Alumni community.  The individuals that teach, coach and support 
our students are an integral part of the community as well as many fond 
memories of Oakwood.  We aim to create better connections with the staff 
and alumni so we can improve our collaboration and communication.  If 
you are a current or former teacher, staff member, coach email Director 
Amy Martin at alumni@oakwoodschools.org to get connected!

Get 100% of the Class of 2018 connected to the Alumni Association 
before graduation: Good data is crucial to connecting with our alumni, 
and the Alumni Association has been working to get connected with our 
senior class before they leave OHS. This year we aim to get personal 
contact info (personal email/cell phone #) for 100% of the Class of 2018 
before the end of the year. 

Build an Alumni Volunteer group:  Are you an alumni who would like to 
volunteer occasionally (especially Homecoming Weekend!) to support the 
Alumni Association?  We are looking to develop a list of individuals who are 
available to help every now and then when we need extra hands on deck.  
This is especially important Homecoming & Reunion Weekend when our 
students are very busy!

If you are interested in supporting any of the above efforts, or would like 
any other information on OHS Alumni Association efforts, please contact 
OHS Alumni Association Director Amy Martin.

OHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
20 Rubicon Rd., Oakwood, OH 45409 
alumni@oakwoodschools.org 
937.371.1479.

Stay in touch!:  Facebook: Oakwood High School Alumni Association

 Twitter: @OakwoodHSAlumnis

 Instagram: @OakwoodHSAlumni

Board of Education Recognized
As citizens who serve children 
and represent their communities, 
school board members focus on 
the vision of education, design and 
structure to achieve that vision, 
assure schools are accountable 
to the community and strongly 
advocate continuous improvement 
in student learning. We commend 

our dedicated board members who are committed to the success of our 
schools by doing what is best for our students.

John Wilson, Meredith Quigley,  
Todd Duwel, Cassie Darr and Mike Miller
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Oakwood Students Serve the Community
The holidays are known as a season of giving and that was certainly true this year for Oakwood 
students who gave of their time and talents. From hats and gloves to food and beds, students of all 
ages participated in a number of service projects to help those in the community.

At Oakwood Junior High, members of the National Junior Honor Society helped to build beds for 
area children who wouldn’t otherwise have them. The group worked with Secret Smiles, an area 
organization run entirely by volunteers. 

At Lange, Harman and Smith, students collected food for the Miami Valley Food Drive. The food drive 
at Harman has been going on for nearly 20 years, averaging 15 barrels of food each year. Running 
at the same time at Harman, was the Hat and Mitten Drive. These “gifts of warmth” are donated to 
shelters and churches for immediate use.

Harman and Smith students also once again showed their desire to help others, participating in a toy drive to benefit students at Ruskin School. This year is the 
11th for the drive. Donated items included scooters, dolls, balls, remote control cars, art supplies, books and much more. At Ruskin, the toys were organized 
and parents were able to select a gift for their children in exchange for a canned food donation. 

The Oakwood High School National Business Honor Academy collected money the week of Dec. 11 to purchase blankets to donate to Warm Hugs. The non-
profit group provides blankets for new Hispanic families coming to the Dayton and Springfield areas. At OHS, they collected more than $175 and were able to 
purchase 25 blankets.  

And for people staying at the St. Vincent de Paul shelter, the holidays were a little brighter thanks to the work of Harman art teacher Susan Kuntz and her 
students. This special project began in 2004. That year, students had created beautiful art to decorate for the annual holiday music concert. Kuntz and a fellow 
teacher discussed how it was a shame the art would only be used for that day. The idea to donate the art to St. Vincents and decorate the shelter’s dining hall 
was born. 

“We have continued the tradition, because art nourishing the spirit is a gift as well,” Kuntz said

Gifted Identification Referrals Now Being Accepted
According to Ohio House Bill 282, all public school districts in Ohio are required to identify students for giftedness. This law, however, does not mandate any services for 
identified gifted and talented students.  Areas of gifted identification include: superior cognitive ability and achievement, specific academic (math, reading, science, and 
social studies), creative thinking, and visual/performing arts (visual art, dance, drama, music).

Assessment procedures vary for each area of identification.  Visual/performing arts assessments are offered throughout the school year on an annual basis.  All teachers, 
counselors, and administrators receive notification of students who have been identified as gifted in any of the domains. 

If you would like your child to be assessed for gifted identification, referral forms are available in the school offices and through the building gifted intervention specialist (GIS).

The referral form can be completed by parents/guardians, teachers, or peers of children who perform, or show the potential for performing, at remarkably high levels of 
accomplishment when compared with others of their age, experience, or environment (state definition). If your child has been identified as gifted in one or more of the 
above domains, additional referral/assessment for that domain is not necessary.  Once a student has been identified as gifted in a domain, the student maintains the gifted 
identification throughout his/her schooling in Ohio.  To maintain the eligibility for services, scores attained within the previous 24 months are used.  Matrices for gifted 
services are available online on the Gifted Intervention Specialists’ websites or at your child’s school. 

Whole-grade gifted assessment is regularly completed throughout a child’s school career.  In grades, 2, 4, and 6, students take the Iowa Test of Basic Skills and the Cognitive 
Abilities Test.  These tests can be used to help identify students as gifted in the domains of Superior Cognitive Ability and Specific Academic Ability.  The SAT and ACT can 
also be used to identify giftedness. Additionally, our Gifted Intervention Specialists coordinate assessments based on parent/teacher referrals. 

NJHS members worked with Secret Smiles to build 
beds for area children

Letters of Support Being Accepted for 2018 Sam Andrews Hall of Honor Nominees
Three educators have been nominated for the 2018 Sam Andrews Educational Hall of Honor.  At this time, we are requesting members of the community, 
former students and colleagues to send letters of support.  Please send letters no later than April 1, 2018 to Dr. Kyle Ramey, Superintendent, Oakwood 
Board of Education, 20 Rubicon Road, Oakwood, Ohio 45409 or email at ramey.kyle@oakwoodschools.org.

Nominees to date:

Dr. Mary Jo Scalzo Superintendent,  1992-2013

Delbert Faulkner Harman Elementary Fourth Grade Teacher,  1973-2008

Lucy A. Pine Smith Elementary Sixth Grade English Teacher,  1980-1994

The induction ceremony will be held on Thursday, Sept. 20.  The public is invited to attend.
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 Facebook: @OakwoodSchools

 Twitter: @Oakwood_Schools

 Instagram: @Oakwood_Schools

Get Connected 
with Oakwood 

Schools!

Your source for Oakwood 
School news and events!

www.oakwoodschools.org

The Oakwood Schools master calendar can be 
viewed online at www.oakwoodschools.org

February 2018 
2/3 7 p.m. OHS/OJHS Young at Art at OHS
2/7 7 p.m. OJHS Choir Concert
2/8 Noon OJHS Parent/Principal Meeting
2/8  OJHS Parent/Teacher 
   Conferences
2/8 5 p.m. OHS Curriculum Night
2/9  Early Dismiss/PD Half Day
2/12 7 p.m. OJHS Winter Sports  
  Recognition
2/12 7 p.m. Board of Education Meeting
2/13 5:45 p.m. Smith PTO Meeting
2/14 7 p.m. OHS Winter Orchestra  
  and Wind Ensemble Concert 
2/15 7 p.m. OJHS Winter Band and  
  Orchestra Concert
2/16  Smith Grades 1 & 2  
  Muse Machine 
  (AM and PM) Performances
2/19  No School/Presidents’ Day
2/20-23  No School/Winter Break
2/26  Classes Resume
2/26 11:40 a.m. Harman Battle of the Books

March 2018 
3/6 6:30 p.m. OHS Winter Sports Banquet
3/7 7 p.m. OJHS Spring Sports  
  Parent Meeting
3/7-9  Harman 5th Grade to Camp Joy
3/8 11:45 a.m. OJHS/OHS PTO Meeting
3/12 7 p.m. Board of Education Meeting
3/13 5:45 p.m. Smith PTO Meeting
3/15 7 p.m. OHS Musical Performance
3/16  Early Dismiss/PD Half Day
3/16 8 p.m. OHS Musical Performance
3/17 2 p.m. OHS Musical Performance
 8 p.m.
3/22 6 p.m. Smith Celebration of Arts
3/26-30  No School/Spring Break
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Join us for these upcoming 
Concerts and Performances:
2/7 7 p.m. OJHS Choir Concert

2/14 7 p.m. OHS Winter Orchestra and  
  Wind Ensemble Concert

2/15 7 p.m. OJHS Winter Band and Orchestra Concert

2/16  Smith Grades 1 & 2 Muse Machine  
  (AM and PM) Performances

3/15 7 p.m. OHS Musical Performance of Legally Blonde

3/16 8 p.m. OHS Musical Performance of Legally Blonde

3/17 2 p.m. OHS Musical Performance of Legally Blonde

 8 p.m. OHS Musical Performance of Legally Blonde

Athletic Passes for Senior Citizens
Residents of Oakwood who are at least age 65 qualify for an 
athletic pass, good for free admission to all home athletic 
games, excluding tournaments. The pass will admit the holder 
and one guest. Please visit the Board Office at 20 Rubicon Road 
to obtain a pass.

Oakwood City Schools 
February/March 2018

 Oakwood City Schools, Oakwood Public Safety Department 
Seek Sub Crossing Guards 
The Oakwood Public Safety Department is looking for adults to periodically 
substitute as crossing guards at four intersections.  Currently, there are 
paid crossing guards to help our students cross Far Hills Ave. at Park, 
Aberdeen, Patterson and Oakwood (Five Points).

The guards are on their corners on all school days in the morning, noon 
and after school. Coverage times are from 7:50  a.m. to 9:00  a.m., 11:30 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Anyone wishing to apply, please contact the Oakwood Board of Education 
at 297-7802 or apply in person at 20 Rubicon Road.
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Wright Memorial
P u b l i c  L i b ra r y

Hours: 10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. Monday – Friday • 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Saturday • 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Sunday

“While the film focuses on the Israeli- Palestinian conflict, the issues presented in the film are easily 
translated into the language of any conflict,” said Wright Library’s Director Kristi Hale. 

“Wright Library’s mission is to encourage learning and intellectual growth, and engage the community with 
the larger world, and this is a difficult time in America,” Hale said “People with disparate political, religious, 
cultural and social views are struggling with one another, and there seems to be a declining ability to engage 
in productive conversation.”

The film will be shown at The University of Dayton’s Sears Recital Hall, followed by a question and answer 
session with the film’s director and producer Stephen Apkon and co-producer Marcina Hale. 

They will also lead a workshop on Sunday, Feb. 11, at Wright Memorial Public Library, that builds upon the 
film and challenges participants to see the importance of stepping up and standing for the world they want 
to create. Register at wrightlibrary.org/DTPworkshop.

 “We hope community members who participate in these events, both the screening and the conflict 
transformation workshop, will gain fresh personal insights and learn how to engage in meaningful dialog 
with people of different beliefs, backgrounds, and opinions. Through the information and engagement, there 
is an avenue for empathy and unity,” Hale said.

Library to Screen Award Winning Film (Continued from front page)

Wright Memorial Library Named a Star Library
Wright Memorial Public Library has been named 
a 2017 Star Library in the annual ranking of the 
nation’s public libraries.

The prestigious three-star designation comes 
from Library Journal’s “America’s Star 
Libraries:  LJ Index of Public Library Service” 
report. Library Journal is the leading professional 
publication in library science. 

The rating is a testament to Wright Library’s high 
usage compared to its peer libraries across the 
United States, said Library Director Kristi Hale. 

Of the 1,436 libraries evaluated in its expenditure 
category ($1M – 4.9M), Wright Library ranked 
25th, or in the top 1.7 percent. 

“Wright Library earned this honor by providing a 
rich mix of materials in all formats, a comfortable 
and welcoming facility, enriching programs, and 
today’s technology,” Hale said. “We could not 
have earned this honor without the Oakwood 
community, which values and uses these 
resources.” 

For more information visit wrightlibrary.org/star.

Restoration and renovation project begins at Wright Memorial Public Library
Wright Memorial Public Library began construction in January on a $513,000 
facility project that will restore the building’s historic reading rooms and 
renovate other portions of the main level.

“This is an exciting time for the Library and its patrons,” said Director Kristi 
Hale. “We are proud to be stewards of this building and to ensure that it 
continues to serve the needs of the community for generations to come.” 

The Jack W. And Sally D. Eichelberger Foundation of The Dayton Foundation 
awarded a $250,000 grant to the Library earlier this year for the restoration 
of the Library’s historic front reading rooms, creation of quiet study space 
and meeting room, and a redesign of the customer service desks. 

The Library plans to invest an additional $260,000 to complete other 
renovations that will improve the functionality of the building and reduce the 
cost and scope of future facility projects. 

The majority of the funds for the additional renovations will come from the 
estates of two long-time patrons: inventor, aeronautical engineer, and author 
William R. Winslow, and Dr. Gerald E. Meyer. Those gifts, along with about 
$70,000 from the Library’s capital fund, will be used to refinish the historic 
woodwork and bookcases, replace damaged carpet, make needed structural 
improvements, and optimize staff work spaces. 

For photos and updates of the progress, follow Wright Library on Twitter  
at @wrightlibraryOH. 
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Then and Now: Wright Brothers 
Photography (February 4, 2:00 p.m.)
The Wright Brothers, men of many talents, were also accomplished 
photographers. At a time when taking photographs was not an easy 
process, they used photography to document the years of experimentation 
that led to the invention of flight. Join Dan Cleary for a discussion about his 
new series of photographs that integrate original Wright Brothers images 
with current images of the same locations. Included are photographs taken 
at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, Huffman Prairie and other Dayton locations. 

Dan’s photographs will be on display in the library before and after his 
February 4 presentation and he will have a limited number of signed 
photographs for sale at the presentation. Dan is the owner of Cleary 
Creative Photography and is a Certified Professional Photographer. He 
was recently awarded a commission to produce a piece of art for the 
Wilmington-Stroop Library titled “Deeds, Kettering and Delco”.

February and March Special Family 
Events
Family members young and young-at-heart will all enjoy a spectacular 
time at the Wright Memorial Public Library’s special events on Saturday, 
February 17 and Saturday, March 24, both drop-in programs from 2 p.m.-
4 p.m.  Crafts, games, imaginary play, snacks, and cozy reading are all 
featured at both programs.  

In February, it’s a Pout Pout Fish Party with our very special guest, the 
Pout Pout Fish himself!  It’s a picture-perfect opportunity for parents and 
children to see one of their favorite book characters come to life.  Pout Pout 
Fish’s message of turning frowns upside down and improving attitudes is 
something every parent can appreciate.  

In March, we celebrate one of America’s most beloved authors—Dr. Seuss!  
This Seussical Day includes crafts that build fine motor skills and practice 
rhyming and counting.  Activities throughout the room encourage whimsy 
and imagination, all in line with Dr. Seuss’s artistic and literary legacies.  

Paper Airplane Race at the Library
Bid Spring welcome with a paper airplane race!  We’re throwing paper 
airplanes out of the children’s room window, down on to the library lawn 
at this program for elementary-age children and their parents.  Join us 
in the children’s department from 2 p.m.-3 p.m. on Sunday, March 18 to 
build your own paper airplane.  The Wright Library will have several sizes 
and weights of paper, plus suggested patterns, available to builders.  Once 
the paper planes are ready, the race begins!  With assistance from library 
staff and volunteers, children throw their planes out the window onto the 
library lawn!  The planes that fly for the longest time or the greatest length 
away from the children’s room window win bragging rights.  This program 
is specially designed for inclusivity and accessibility.  Families with special 
needs are encouraged to attend.

Introducing CloudLibrary
Digital books, whether ebooks or e-audiobooks, continue to grow in 
popularity among Wright Library patrons. Users of the popular Ohio Digital 
Library know this can mean long waiting lists for many popular books. 
In order to meet demand and to reduce wait times, the library is adding 
CloudLibrary to the digital services available to our patrons. In order to 
immediately provide a full range of content, our CloudLibrary collection is 
linked to six other Ohio libraries.

As with all Wright Library digital services you can access CloudLibrary from 
our Downloads page (wrightlibrary.org/downloads) or you can install the 
CloudLibrary app on your mobile device. The app is available from device 
app stores or yourcloudlibrary.com. Ebooks and e-audiobooks are available 
from CloudLibrary. 

Get started by installing the CloudLibrary app. Locate Wright Library  
then enter your 14 digit card number and PIN. Once you’re signed in, 
browse the available categories or search for a specific title, author, or 
subject. If the book you want is available, you will be able to borrow and 
download it immediately, otherwise place a hold to be notified when the 
title becomes available. Books can also be read in a web browser.  
Start at wrightlibrary.org/downloads.

Street Names of Dayton – Far Hills Speaker 
Series (March 18, 2:00 p.m.)
If you have ever driven through Woodland Cemetery you may have noticed 
that many of the monuments have the same names as many of the streets 
in Dayton. In this program, Angie Hoschouer, Manager of Development and 
Marketing at Woodland Cemetery, Arboretum and Foundation, will introduce 
you to the men and women whose streets bear their names and how they 
contributed to the history of Dayton. 
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Visit the Oakwood community’s 
40 Asset website at

oakwoodschools.org/AboutUs/40Assets 
for information, news, events, and more!

Our community 
endeavors to 
intentionally and 

strategically construct building 
blocks to help our young people 
grow up healthy, caring, and 
responsible.

40 assets
building blocks for healthy 

development of young people

City of Oakwood
30 Park Avenue
Oakwood, Montgomery County
Oakwood, OH 45419
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An active parent and 
volunteer, Linda Woods took 
her interest in Oakwood 
Schools and her passion to  
help students to the next 
level when she ran for the  
Board of Education in 2013.  
Woods served on the school  
board from 2014-2017.

“Serving on the school board opened my eyes to so 
much that happens behind the scenes that make 
our district great. The support of our community and 
parents is incredible, positively impacting nearly 
every aspect of our schools’ operations. Our staff 
and teachers continuously innovate and create new 
opportunities for our kids. And our administration and 
board are never content with the status quo, always 
striving for continuous improvement,” Woods said.

Woods has been supporting Oakwood students since 
moving here with her family from Atlanta in 2006. As a 
volunteer with the Harman PTO, she served as a room 
parent, Trivia Night committee member and a Battle 
of the Books coach. Woods says coaching students in 
Battle of the Books was one of her favorite experiences.

“I loved seeing the kids get excited about, engage 
with, great literature. Most importantly, the hands-on 
experience working with kids greatly increased my 
appreciation for the hard work our teachers and staff do 
day in and day out.”

Woods is a Principal and cofounder of Ormsby Park, 
a San Francisco-based executive search firm focused 
on recruiting Chief Financial Officers and their direct 
reports. She has also been an Executive Recruiter 
for Korn Ferry and Spencer Stuart, and earlier in her 
career worked in corporate recruiting and HR. With her 
business experiences, Woods draws parallels between 
the challenges she and her clients face with how school 
districts need to respond to a rapidly changing world.

“The constantly changing nature of the careers 
awaiting our kids will require critical thinking, the ability 
to collaborate, lead with humility, communicate with 
authenticity, and be resilient in the face of obstacles. 
While our kids have ample opportunity to experience 
success in many areas over the course of their 
Oakwood education, we must remember challenges, 
mistakes and consequences provide perhaps greater 
opportunity for growth. Let us not shy away from 
allowing our kids these critical experiences.” 

Linda Woods, Asset Builder

#3 Other Adult Relationships, #5 Caring School Climate, #10 Safety


